GIMMIN FLANDLE, ALK A, "BLUE DUCK,” was
on a roll at che ranch horse show held
during che World Championship Ranch
Rodeo in Movember i Amarillo, With
the ease of an athlece, he carricd his
owner, Martin Black of Homedale,
Idaho, o wing in both the novice-horse
and sentor divisions.

[Mis stablemare, Playlika Hickory,
plaved second fiddle hoch cimes,
The ranch horses perform reining
maneuvers, then there riders box, fence
and finally rope s cow,

Mormally, the frsc-place finishers in
cach division enter the ronoll w derer-
mine the overall ranch horse champion,
Bur because Blue Duck had cwo frse
places, Marcin gave one herch oo “FHhickory”

HOLLY CLAKNAHAN

Sweet Revenge

As oot turned oue, Hickory exacred
revenge during che cunoff and bear
Blue Duck by a whopping 22 poincs.
He bested ehe winner of the junor
division as well and was named
clarnpion ranch horse.

W hat's unique about these horses is
that noc long ago, neicher one of them
would have seemed o be a likely candi-
date for che winners circle. Marcin
deseribes Hickory as a curcing haorse
reject, and Blue Duck used o he a
saddle brone pracoice horse, Working
for a living on the ranch, chough,
thev found rheir miches,

As far as which horse is the best,
Marrin said 1t qust comes down o
“whichever one feels berrer that day or
feels more tuned ope Thev've precey
cqual.” And, judging fram cheir showing
in Armarille, precey darned oo, too.

The Working Ranch Cowboys
Association’s ranch horse show was
sponsored by The American Quarier
Hovse Jawpeaal,

Marrin hack, ahestrd Maylsien Hickary, i conpratiaed by ACEA Sxecativs Divecior of Pullations i foasings.

A “Super”
Showoff

TARLING 1N L1 STALL AT THE
AQHA World Show in
MNovember, Movin Arciully -
better  known  as “Joey'-
begged his owner, DHanna
BlacDonald, for some apple reears.

She gave him what he wanced, kissed
him o bs nose and chen explained:
“He's my baby” It's understandalble why
she's so taken with the charming young
son ol Arciol Move, Compering av his
first World Show, he won champronships
in junior hunter hacle and junior ppleas-
ure driving, He alsa placed fourch in
junior working hunter and sixch in jun-
o hwmneer under saddle, giving lim
more points than any other compecitor
and earning him the cicle of Sooner
Trailer Superhorse,

“Ie's just unbelivvable,” Dianna ssid,
leacing the 1 7-hand bay gelding oue of
the arena afrer the awards coremony,

While she oid a relevision interview,
Joey was intenc on making a snack onr

of her rose bouguet, The other Superhorse
awards were less palacable but more
valuable; he also cook home o chree-
horse Sooner trailer and an originel Lisa
Perry bronze.

Trainers Jason dartin and Charlie Cole
of Piloc Poinc, Texas, have been gracificd
o wacch the metamorphosis of che horse
chey called “Goober”™ uneil he fnally
afew into his leps.

Ve just never gave up on him,”
Charlie said, remembering how spooky

Joey vaed to be. Mow, however, when he

goes inte 4 show arena, Joey scroes hus
souft likee 4 pro.

"He's a show horse,” Charlie said.
“He loves doing his job.”
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