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Western Horsemanship

A PERSONAL
PERSPECTIVE

Make

Training
lethods
Your Own

eople may try Lo lake credil
for using Tom Darrance’s
or Ray Hunt's lraining
: methods, but according to
ldahe horseman Maetin Black, they
truly can’t. He paints out that only Tom
Didrvance can be Tom Dorrance,

“Although | learned a lotirom Tom,
Pwiom't take credit for applying his
methods,” says Black, T use Martin
Black’s methods, and | always tell people
that Tdon twant Tom, Ray oranybody
else to take credit for myv mistakes,”

Black's self-effacing attitude reflects
the esteem he halds for the industry's
top horsemen and contributes 1o the
respect ather aspiring riders accord
Black. Horsemen also appreciate his
innovative use of the " A" pen (featured
in the Pebruary 2007 issue) forworling
cattle and training horses,

Here, Black shares some personal
perspectiveson horsemen, horseman-
ship and horses,

What training boolk; video

or DV D has left a lasting
impression on youy?

That’s hard to answer, because [ think
training takes o combination of infor-
mation. People seem to gelinlo troulble
with horses by trving to be just like
Tom Darrance ar Ray Hunt, instead
of being themselves and adapting that
information to their ways.

Readers need torealize that it doesn’t
matter what you read or watch on the
sereen. L it doesn’t line up with what
the horse s telling vou, you're going
tohave trouble. I all boils dawn to
having horse experience before the
information can do you any good,



That said, the first books T read on
horsemanship that made o big impres-
sicn were Heekamare Reinsnun and

Reinssan of the West, hoth by EdCaon-
nell. His books explain a lot about the
hackamore that isn'texplained invery
many places, They're good hooks Lo
have because af the scarce informa-
tion in them.

[oe Wolter, Bryan Meubert and
Buck Brannaman are some people
that I could endorse as having poad
looks and videos, [ don't care about
video quality so much, as long as the
information is solid, and those guys
are really there For the horse, That's
horsemanship.

Describe ans moment witha
horsethat's rought youwa real
sense of satisfaction.
I get a sense of satisfaction, i nol on
a daily basis; almost weekly because
[ work large numbers of horses and
starl a lol af calts, Waorking with any
harse the first time is a new lrontier,
and seeing how farand how quicldy |
can develop cach horse is satisfying.
[ often achieve that in some way
every dav. Sometimes, ['m not happy
with the way things ended, and obyi-

ously [ made a mistake, but mayhe
the next day U find that salisfaction
dagain.

Whether a horse doessi’t know me
at all, or has had bad experiences and
s expecting theworst, the mare [ can
build his confidence, the more sat-
isfying the experience is to me. I'm
satisfied us long as I canbe successful
daing that.

a realiy memorabie
s thatyou'd like to clone

and havea half-dozen like him

in your pasbure?

Two horses, Tull brothers about 10
years apart, were exceptivnal perfor-
mance horses and great using horses,
the kind 1'd like to have a pasture full
af. They were out of a Thorough-
bred mare and Guarter Horse stud.
| showed them in reined cow-horse
events, and the kids used them lor
roping and culting: The second horse,
who came along when the kids were
older and in high school rodeo, also
wion about $25,000 incow-horse
events He never went to big shows or
ot very Far from home, but was pretty
dominating wherever he wenl.

Both horses were bred to becow
horses, and that’s the only job they
Enew, They kind of had ranch-horse
dispositions; they could take vou or
leave you. But when it came down Lo
deing 4 job, they were all business, and
they both were fun to ride,

Peaple asked how T trained them,
but [ really didn't. | just rade them
becase | didn't lnow enowgeh to teach
them how to doall those l.'hings: they
did. T just stayed out of the way, That's
a real basis inomy training—give the
horse a job 1o do, Tet him ligure out
T 1o do it and stay out of lis way,

Muost harses are smart enough
to figure out things, and those two
brathers were exceptionally smart,
athletic and willing. They had all the
ingredients to be special.

Far Martin Black's current clinme
schedide, or to order Working Cattle
in the A" Pen, wisi martinblack.net.
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